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be designated by the agency to respond
to requests for information concerning
any meeting or portion of any meeting;

(c) Meeting means the deliberations
of at least three of the members of the
agency which determine or result in
the joint conduct of disposition of offi-
cial agency business, but does not in-
clude:

(1) Individual member’s consider-
ation of official agency business cir-
culated to the members in writing for
disposition on notation;

(2) Deliberations by the agency in de-
termining whether or not to close a
portion or portions of a meeting or se-
ries of meetings as provided in §§ 503.74
and 503.75;

(3) Deliberations by the agency in de-
termining whether or not to withhold
from disclosure information pertaining
to a portion or portions of a meeting or
series of meetings as provided in
§ 503.80; or

(4) Deliberations pertaining to any
change in any meeting or to changes in
the public announcement of such a
meeting as provided in § 503.83;

(d) Member means each individual
Commissioner of the agency;

(e) Person means any individual, part-
nership, corporation, association, or
public or private organization, other
than an agency as defined in 5 U.S.C.
551(1));

(f) Series of meetings means more than
one meeting involving the same par-
ticular matters and scheduled to be
held no more than thirty (30) days after
the initial meeting in such series.

§ 503.72 General rule—meetings.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
§§ 503.73, 503.74, 503.75 and 503.76, every
portion of every meeting and every
portion of a series of meetings of the
agency shall be open to public observa-
tion.

(b) The opening of a portion or por-
tions of a meeting or a portion or por-
tions of a series of meetings to public
observation shall not be construed to
include any participation by the public
in any manner in the meeting. Such an
attempted participation or participa-
tion shall be cause for removal of any
person so engaged at the discretion of
the presiding member of the agency.

§ 503.73 Exceptions—meetings.
Except in a case where the agency

finds that the public interest requires
otherwise, the provisions of § 503.72(a)
shall not apply to any portion or por-
tions of an agency meeting or portion
or portions of a series of meetings
where the agency determined under the
provisions of § 503.74 or § 503.75 that
such portion or portions of such meet-
ing or series of meetings is likely to:

(a) Disclose matters that are (1) spe-
cifically authorized under criteria es-
tablished by an Executive order to be
kept secret in the interests of national
defense or foreign policy and (2) in fact
properly classified pursuant to such
Executive order;

(b) Relate solely to the internal per-
sonnel rules and practices of any agen-
cy;

(c) Disclose matters specifically ex-
empted from disclosure by any statute
other than 5 U.S.C. 552 (FOIA), pro-
vided that such statute (1) requires
that the matter be withheld from the
public in such a manner as to leave no
discretion on the issue, or (2) estab-
lishes particular criteria for withhold-
ing or refers to particular types of mat-
ters to be withheld;

(d) Disclose trade secrets and com-
mercial or financial information ob-
tained from a person and privileged or
confidential;

(e) Involve accusing any person of a
crime, or formally censuring any per-
son;

(f) Disclose information of a personal
nature where disclosure would con-
stitute a clearly unwarranted invasion
of personal privacy;

(g) Disclose investigatory records
compiled for law enforcement purposes,
or information which, if written, would
be contained in such records, but only
to the extent that the production of
such records or information would

(1) Interfere with enforcement pro-
ceedings,

(2) Deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication,

(3) Constitute an unwarranted inva-
sion of personal privacy,

(4) Disclose the identity of a con-
fidential source and, in the case of a
record compiled by a criminal law en-
forcement authority in the course of a
criminal investigation, or by an agency
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